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DAWN CASTS A F/IMY SUEEN OF 

ciGur oi/ee the city- ■ -and a 

FAM/L/AB VEUICIE GOES PATTLINC5 
. TNBOUGN THE STREETS . . . , , 
. ' ' l w 

MY, fT MUST 8 E -1TIA7E ? IT-!, 

LATE.'COOK: 'TMfjffg) eflBLY! 'fabiy 

me MIIK- WAGON! jf/N THE MOffN/AtS 



Obsesye this usv/ae... oue of the 

«W« UKE IT THAT C#AM 
THROUGH WE C/7Y.' JUST A P/A/N, 
O RDINARY IAIIH - IM tKnu T IVEll--- 




BATSON'S PKUNX A OlASS OF j5,ij^ 
fOKMING AFTejz WCKNINC, ANO 
NOTHING'S HAPPENED VT. BUT THIS 



T/NIE 




J&SK^*"-' t-tastts EUNHY.' _ 




WOW COMICS 




WOW COMICS 




24 



wow comics 




WOW COMICS 



TAIL END OF 



THE PLYINO FORT- 
RESS. Mortimer II, 
droned steadily through the 
sky. high above Japan, head- 
ing for the spot where spies 
had reported the Japs had 
their largest munitions fac- 
tory. Inside the huge ship, the 
co-pilot swapped yarns with 
the bombardier while the nav- 
igator checked his bearings 
for the third time since they 
had left the Chinese field. The 
waist gunner rubbed the stock 
of his gun and thought of the 
farm back in Virginia, The 
belly gunner looked down and 
tried to count the hills. Back 
in the tail of the Flying Fort- 
ress, Sergeant Joseph "Sing- 
ing Joe" Miller hummed 
"Roll Out the Barrel" and 
sighted through his gun at an 
imaginary Zero. 

"We're almost there, Sing- 
ing Joe," a voice said in the 
earphones and Singing Joe be- 
gan to hum louder. That had 
been Captain Ed Layton. the 
beat pilot in the war, as any 
soldier in Chin* could tell 
you. 

Still humming, the sergeant 
fired a warning burst from his 
guns and aat back to wait, on 
the alert, As soon as they 
reached their objective, he 
knew there would be a flock of 
Jap ships zooming up to the 
attack. It was those last few 
minutes that brought a lump 
into the stomach 1 and made 
even Singing Joe's voice shake 
just a little. Even old-timers 
had told him that they never 
got over it. 

"Objective sighted," a calm 



That was- Jimmy Holmes, the 
navigator. Singing Joe 
stretched his neck and tried 
to see the objective, but every- 
thing below looked the same 
as it, had before. But the ob- 
jective must be there if the 
navigator said so. 

"On the nose," came the 
half-whispered exclamation of 
Ear! Reeves, the bombardier, 
and Singing Joe knew that one 
of the block busters was on its 
way. 

A quick glance around the 
sky failed to reveal a single 
Zero, so Singing Joe turned 
his eyes back to the ground. 
A dozen objects, .looking like 
house flies, were stirring into 
activity and he knew they 
were enemy planes taking off. 
It would take them several 
minutes to gain altitude, so he 
continued to watch for the 
bomb. 

Then it came, a sudden 
flowering of smoke and flame, 
spreading in every direction 
like giant petals. Right on its 
heels came the proof that it 
was a hit, as dozens of smaller 
petals bloomed on all sides of 
the giant one. The dull rumble 
of the distant explosion came 
right after the blooming of the 
smaller flowers, and blended 
into a continuous roar as the. 
stored powder went off. It was 
like thunder, 

"I'll say it was right on the 
nose," the co-pilot exclaimed 
happily. "Set them up in 'the 
,other alley." 

The giant Fortress dipped 
one wing and came around in 



a graceful arc an* headed 
back. Once more there was a 
deathless silence, in which it 
seemed that even the plane 
stqpped breathing, then an ex- 
cited exclamation from the 
bombardier announced the 
launching of the second block 
. buster. 

RINGING JOE leaned 
against his gun to watch 
the spot where he could see 
flames licking skyward, but 
this time he was interrupted, 

"Heads up." Captain Lay- 
ton said quietly "We've got 
company, boys " 

"They must've been tuned 
in on Singing Joe's humming." 
another voice said, "and 
they're coming up to get his 
autograph. That's the price 
. for being.a celebrity, Joe." 

Singing Joe smiled and went 
on humming. He had changed 
the tune to "Old Black Magic" 
He swung his guns in- their 
wtll-oiled socket and waited. 

A Zero popped into sight 
on the left, snapped a stream 
of bullets at the tail of the 
Fortress and rolled away be- 
fore Singing Joe could press 
the trigger. The humming fal- 
tered for a moment, then 
picked up stronger than be- 
fore, 

. Enboldened by the lack of 
fire from the tail, the' Zero 
* swung around for another try. 
It bore in from an angle, com- 
ing straight at the Fortress, 
Singing Joe swung his guns up 
to meet it and waited -waited, 
while the Jap bullets bit into 
the'sturdy frame of the Amer- 
ican plane, until he could see 
the grinning yellow face of the 



pfert \n hit erow ttghts Than, 
.lowly snd delibefatrly he 
sdticezed the ingtti »nO fteia 

^Hc Could feel *b« powerful 
ncotl «f the gun against his 
pilms as he watched the row 
of bullets eat across the cowl 
of the Zero and then vanish 
tntcrthe cockpit Thejapp.lot 
stiffened in hw seal, then 
•lumped forward The Zero 
did * wing-over and disap- 
peared. 

"That makes three of them. 
» voice said tn the earphones 
ft*d Singing Joe knew that the 
Other boys were doing all right. 

"Ye*h. but they don't seem 
to understand that they ami 
welcome." the co-piloi said 
"Here they comt again ' 

A NOTHER 2ERO «>• 
** coming in at the tad of 
fije ahtp it came in on the 
- hptwontal bullets flicked at 
tbeturret, then the Zero stood 
«n .to nose and scurried sky 
irard before Singing Jot could 
«, more than fire one short 
"sait- it wasnt out oi 
.Jitt Jong- This time tt angled 
teiwtn above and once more 
the jap ■ ■■bullets sang around 
the tail of the Fortress. Sing- 
W.Joe -pressed the tngg« »>»d 
w »t< tied h<* bullets tra«.t* pat- 
: tens on the wmg of ttie ^erd 
v^BuUhj* wit* » smarter P'tot 

^ed'ovT^d plummeted 
earthward before the bullets 

did «i*> Bm! SCi 

uuj Jv* Ul,< "'''' 
•OK.* toiijj, as' 
fla*nrt T . then 
gittsid M l t-t* i 

■ Ai,si-fi!the: ! JE.«:t'ii bar-;;; 
lt« Am<n.- UulWu 

....... ;■. ■ s . lU t thj 

tUn wiii aitO t>»e rtfri.- 

j» *. 4 < w « * 5 1 , .. 
Wtk jfWfP «vi routed ba-* 

f • • ' < 
1 ft,,? . * }>< t> * J " w f ■ 

ready Jm ill- He dcUherately 

u«4« «*a wata.td a.* 
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Bideittp right rnto the str^em . 

ol bullets h'u Ac plumed " 
buck tfuni tt» engine *» d *P U ™ 
out ul sight 

The v^w from the back was 
clear Singing Joe twisted 
around to see whs! was hap- 
pening elsewhere He was just 
in tune to see the waist gun- 
nel get another Z,-;0-and to 
see something else 

The Japs had heeri up 
agamst enough of the Flying 
Fortr*«M 10 tnnw that they 
hml no hlind wOtl As a result. 
on' of tN«i favnnte Stunts 
was to do a hellv roll over the 
oosf of a Fortress and try to 
— h the tail gunner before 
:hed i 



the waist gunner reached* 
them This Zero had been fit/ 
Ihr top of its roll when in? 
waist gunner caught the pilot 
lull m his sights and let him 
have it The Zero nosed over 
b-vJ loa-rd straight down at 
Che Fortress at full throttle. 

rt.ere wai a nppVig crash 
.,,d S.ngm. joe waT^hrown 
fcuJei.tlj ^'^t hii/gun. He 
hcaU the ihnll scream of pio- 
its,t aJ metal lore into metal,' 
but tit saw nothing because 
the stuck d his gun had taught 
hinl between the eye* When 
the Mashes of light had van 
Lshcd from his eyes, he looked 
forwuid to sec what had hap- 
pcn.d For a moment, he had 
the wild idea that Che rest of 
the Fortress had been shoe 
down and he was still 8y.ni 
along in the tail assembly AU 
he could set was part of a Zer5 
wing across the section o£ the 
Sup in front of him. H« turret 
^.••■■%. - ; "'• u 
side as It continued to Sy 
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joe'i estphonM that told him 

the communication wire had 
been Jut too He shut hi3 eye» 
and Raited for *e final snap 
of thej metal - .. ■ ^ 

rsr-HK PC YlNOPORtmEaS 
* Hrriped down out of thesaif 

end bbmped along the field of 
in hotne port. At each bump, 
the tail assembly threatened 
to tak|e off again by toelf. W 
came to a stop and the motor* 
coughed into .silence- as the 
field ambulance clanged dp j 
besidfl it. 

'Good "heavens, man. 9m 
medical officer greeted Cap- 
tain Ljayton as the crew jum{*- 
ed out of the plane, "you must 
have earned that ship home 
on your back!" 

"Alhiost." Laytottejsaid. I 
expec Singing Joe a going, to 
need VOU. He was aort of cut. 
-■ off fnira the (est of u*:ba»fc 
therejj' 

"And i thought he was go- 
Inj tojbe more cut orT,'"tb|S;«9» 
pilot added. "I still don't know 
what made it be)d togfthef. 

As j>( wondering the- samft 
thlng.j the last piece of metal 
let gel with a groan and- to*.. •. 
two [feces, of the-' ship cam* 
apart ; The section of Zero 
wing poppled over. There was 
a muffled, curse and : Sergeant 
Joseph "Singing Joe" MiUer 
■ roUedl -oat of' tht ^ *** 
bimked Up at tiu men, ;v 

■ Wav "l<: iwika 10- me, : ;. 
diawKd the bombardier,' 
•Singmg Joe got to bwit^ 
tmsi anxious, to become * 
pilot, he tried tooutl^twa 
" ^-b!v figored '-i^i- 

i he flew A h ' ; 

its b" vnc ^mKri 

g*i 1 

SOJ'ided vagueiy hta « *' 

H<id' t'h'i 'WH:gl. M *p i«IS«. 

wa* something «lu.->at tjpyi* 
g, the <t«U« "BvV >»w 
mostdrdV'ht sa.d with 4 

>::.. 
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CAPtM** mSAyS! 

v n * ui/if Tur it vie uiurc 



KICK THE AXIS WHERE IT HURTS! 
BUY BONDS SrtADIlY... HOI IN SPURTSI 



WE'RE ALL Y( THANKS, BILLV/ 
8EHlNPYOU//ANPyOU CAN 
I007..BM---HPEPENPON US 
100% OF, 




KEEP BUYING 
WAR BONDS 
AND STAMPS! 

**** 



YOU'VE DONE YOUR BIT-NOW DO YOUR BEST! 
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y<sr iaawt/s rws j^/Amts f/au*/? or 7 

TAH? /V/OAJT DO/A/& AT TZ-fc £A^O^A7tX^Y 

so /-/^:s £uiS£Qv&*£& ts^st s^ov^t or 



W j"0 OA*C£AAO/?rtf/?/s1/y J S^r/r# 
EA/&W//FS Or£\y//- / 





$\A/D W/S T/Mf r/iVF/ZFAl - - 7W£ OA/£ 

/A/7-0 act/OAs// 



t £Vttyr/WAS&/J/-/£A*£> or yocss&c/r you 

WOA/'rS7X>fi/V}£--ASOT 
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" w /AC/OS ^CVPZC-JVif", MS 7y*AC'<y<Syr'A/£' A"VS5^«£~ TA*£ 

r syyiyy/ gyycyr/ycte. , tovzszy. 




tyiWy&? £>A?/i^A^4FAAy}^D ) " 

&4/?<syi/ASS. / iw&?i?<ryiA/y <L 

G£ry MWyiF/? - - ~CA!G4/*? ) 



/Vf/£Dy*Z/^ 




WSt/s4A/ aOTZ&? /-S yl&OtyT TO AyyiyOS" 

ma/ y\AA^y?yy?^y-cy5yi^, sot <sa/£u&?. 

T/Y£= A/ZSAT- nar «S 

— — —~ ~ ssssr/ ^ 

00 >o^ W//VX-/J2 (W/wJ s^/y\/y/ ^y£i- 



£#~JT/W&4A/, O/c T CfYZsl/Z \&Q&4£i y\/v£> 

coc/yssj'Mccyyy 1 yocuD ■ -I M/tArpsyiy, 
--/yw yocs/? AjyjAtf) z/*2F /T&wrirA'fa^ 

^AaV /Zl WOrtA? r -'^fi£>-7Z} I TAMA/ 
yo/?Asyyy 7~o J yyyo J /tM£3 yOA? 7?-/f 




